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ABSTRACT: When whole country is suffering from scorching heat with mercury all time high the tourist 

from various parts of plains rushing to hill stations of Himalayas for reliving from the heat waves but their 

expectations  are upsetting them because of smoky weather, haziness and unclear sky due to forest fire. Forest 

fires, also known as bushfires or vegetation fires, are the uncontrolled and widespread burning of plants and 

trees, mainly in forests. Forest fires may start due to natural and manmade reasons (Krishnan, 2022). A United 

Nations Environment Program report on forest fires stated that human carelessness and lightning strikes might 

start forest fires, but the root cause of the problem lies in human-induced climate change, inefficient forest and 

land management, and rapid land-use change (UNEP, 2022). However, with increasing global temperatures due 

to global warming, forest fires have become much more common worldwide. Warmer climates, higher 

temperatures, and dry landscapes help create conditions suitable for forest fires to start and persist (MacCarthy 

et.al 2022). Forest fires have considerable environmental and social impacts. They can impact the long-term 

quality of rivers, lakes, streams, and other fresh water sources. Forest fires can also severely damage soil and 

lead to large-scale vegetation loss depending on the time of their incidence in the year. They also have 

immediate and long-term effects on air quality. As trees and leaves burn, large amounts of smoke and soot are 

released into the air. This polluted air can travel long distances and impact human health across a large area 

(Nelson, 2019). 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Forest fires can impact the economy as many families and communities depend on the forest for food, fodder and fuel. It burns 

down the small shrubs and grasses, leading to landslides and soil erosion. Burning of forests causes smoke and poisonous gas 

emissions that result in significant health issues in humans. Fire is one of the dominant disturbances in forests that widely 

impacts the ecology, environment, and socioeconomics of nations across the globe. 

 

In view of setting priorities of nations for combating and mitigating the adverse impacts of forest fires, a review of literature 

was carried out to examine various environmental and socio economic impacts of forest fires. The G20 nations were selected 

for the present review study because together they represent 60 percent of the world population and about 80 percent of world 

GDP, apart from having a strategic multilateral platform connecting the world's major developed and emerging economic 

countries. The present review illustrates that the contribution of G20 nations in world forest is quite significant (69.26%) yet 

they are impacted adversely due to forest fires and so that the environment and diverse forest types they possess. In view of 

mitigating the forest fires impacts on environment and socioeconomics the countries should come forward for establishing and 

strengthening bilateral and or multilateral co-operation and co-ordination, and also share adequate financial resources, 

technologies and training among themselves. 

 

In Uttarakhand, a state in northern India, forest fire events increased from 922 in 2002 to 41,600 in 2019, influencing forest 

structure and function. In the literature, it has been reported that, globally, climate change influences the intensity and 

expansion of forest fire events. However, with regard to Uttarakhand, studies on the relationship between climate and forest 

fire events were very limited. In this study, a brief review of Uttarakhand state forests, forest fire types, forest biomass carbon 

stock, and factors influencing forest fires was carried out, followed by assessment of the relationships between forest fires and 

climate attributes. Uttarakhand is grappling with devastating forest fires, with adverse effects rippling across various aspects 

of life in the region. Raging wildfires have tragically claimed five lives over the past few days. The forest department's report 

on May 5, 2024, documented 24 forest fire incidents damaging approximately 23.75 hectares of land. Since November 2023, 

Uttarakhand has witnessed 868 fire incidents resulting in the destruction of over 1,000 hectares of forest land.  Kumaon has 

accounted for 456 incidents, while Garhwal has reported 344. Furthermore, authorities have documented 351 cases linked to 

"man-made" forest fires, involving 59 identified individuals and 290 unnamed suspects. (forest fire bulletin cited by PTI) 

 

 

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/uttarakhand-wildfire-forest-fires-death-toll-rain-forecast-pushkar-singh-dhami-revenue-loss-2535698-2024-05-06
https://theprint.in/india/ukhand-3-labourers-killed-in-forest-fire-in-almora-64-fresh-incidents-reported/2069047/
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THE PROBLEMS & ITS IMPACTS: 
According to data from the Forest Survey of India (FSI), Uttarakhand has witnessed the highest number of significant forest 

fires in the nation. The Himalayan state reported 325 major forest fire incidents, surpassing Odisha (196), Chhattisgarh (148), 

Madhya Pradesh (105), and Jharkhand (79). Additionally, Uttarakhand recorded the highest number of fire alerts nationwide, 

totalling 4,543, during the same period. This was followed by Odisha (2,981), Chhattisgarh (2,527), Jharkhand (1,420), and 

Madhya Pradesh (105), FSI data cited in Hindustan Times). Forest fires in Uttarakhand have now engulfed an area of 1438 

hectares, with 1065 incidents between November 1 in 2023 and May 13, 2024. Five people have died. However, State wildlife 

department officials have claimed the situation is under control. It is said that unlike forest fire-fighters in states like Kerala 

who are armed with fire beaters and blowers to clear dry leaves and other fuel load, but in Uttarakhand only an iron rake is 

used to create fire lines. Both the fire-fighters and villagers depend on green, sap-filled branches to douse the fire. In addition 

to the difficult terrain, they don’t have sufficient water either, for other forms of relief. “We are at god’s mercy and wait for 

fresh rains that continue for at least three to four days,” said by a forest official. Uttarakhand was always susceptible to forest 

fires. “But comparing last year’s (22-23) to this year’s (23-24) data gives us the wrong idea. Last year, enough rainfall occurred 

in regular intervals,” but it haven’t rainfall so far this year, so it causes continuous forest fires.” As in other states, most forest 

fires in Uttarakhand are anthropogenic or caused by human activity (both deliberate and negligent). One man made induces 

for forest fire is leopard or tiger attacks, wild animals affecting agricultural field and hoping of new grass land. It is seen that 

“if there is a lot of vegetation, it would be inclined to burn and clear them for better visibility. But burning and leaving the 

vegetation unattended helps the fire to spread out,” 

 

Forest fires also have severe economic impacts. Property loss and damage are the most common impacts of forest fires. With 

the loss of property comes the displacement of people and loss of business and livelihood for those who depend on forests. 

Additionally, forest fires reduce tourism since tourists are discouraged from visiting forested areas like national parks and 

sanctuaries when smoke is present (Reiff, 2022) and sightseeing of Himalayas views. In India, forest dwellers who collect 

minor forest produce for sale are affected heavily by fires and incur massive losses (Mishra, 2021). Forest fires are the most 

common in the northern states of Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh. India reported 3,45,000 forest fires between November 

2020 and June 2021, of which more than 20,000 were in Uttarakhand (Pandey, 2022). The most common type of forest fires 

in Uttarakhand are not crown fires that spread to the top of the trees but ground fires fuelled by fallen pine needles. Chir pine, 

responsible for retaining most of the green cover in Uttarakhand, is a conifer with slender, evergreen leaves. It is found in 

abundance in the lower altitudes. The needles shed by chir pine catch fire easily and are responsible for the spread of ground 

fires. The tree is resilient against these ground fires, owing to its thick bark. Even though these periodic fires are essential in 

maintaining the ecological balance and lowering the probability of large-scale fires, recurring fires gravely pollute the air 

(Awasthi, 2022) Over the years, forest fires have only increased in Uttarakhand. Locals in the state have routinely expressed 

their disappointment in forest management systems since chir pine trees are water-intensive and responsible for forest and land 

fires. These fires spread and damage fruit-bearing and shade-providing trees, which is disastrous for the ecology and the 

environment (Singh, 2022). Forest fires have been an issue of great concern in Uttarakhand, especially in hill areas that has 

been dealing with the issue at present. The forest fires in Nainital have consumed about 108 hectares so far. In the recent days, 

over 26 incidents of forest fires have taken place in the Kumaon region. Since the start of 2024, there have been 1,038 fires in 

the state till May 9. Fires have taken over about 34.175 hectares of forest, as suggested by the state forest department. 81 fire 

incidents burn down 119.6 hectares of forest land in Almora district alone. 

 

IMPACT OF FOREST FIRES 
Impact on biodiversity 

India is rich with rare and complex floral and faunal resources, accounting collectively for 60-70% of the world's biodiversity 

(Creswell I, 2018; Producer et al., 2006). Wildfires can have devastating effects on bio diversity by destroying trees, 

ecosystems, and food supplies and by increasing the resulting susceptibility to predation of surviving animals (Green & 

Sanecki, 2006; Kodandapani et al., 2008; Letnic & Dickman, 2005; Pelegrin & Bucher, 2010). 

 

Flora 

Spatial factors such as the location of a plant’s dormant bud, the sub-surface distribution of reproductive structures, and the 

depths below the surface from which new shoots emerge depict an individual plant’s growth behavior post-fire (Flinn & 

Pringle,1983; Paulaetal.,2009).Depending on the intensity and return period, fires can be beneficial or harmful (Verma & Jaya 

kumar,2012). According to Cochrane et al., 2009, there has been a “drastic alteration” in the species structure and abundance 

found in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve in the southern cluster, with reduced seedling density observed in the forest area. In 

the Central cluster Jhariya, M.K. S.S. Bargali, 2014 find similar trends in the Bhoramdeo wild life dry deciduous forests of 

Chhattisgarh. Kitturetal., 2014 observe that the regeneration and size structure of economically significant species of plants 

such as Sal is disrupted by repetitive fires. In the North Himalayan cluster, fire has been a cause for damage to seedlings in 

Uttarakhand’s pine, oak, and mixed deciduous forests (Parashar et al., 2003). Human pressures such as burning, lopping, 

grazing, and collection of leaf litters have slowly resulted in the transformation of Uttarakhand's oak forests into pine forests, 

as fires promote the growth of chir-dominated pine forests (Singh et al., 1984). 

 

Fauna 

In the North Himalayan cluster, the loss off lora and fauna triggered by wild fires during the summer in these forests is higher 

than any other human induced factor (Hussain et al., 2018). Evaluating the role of fire (Rodgers, 1986) finds that fires in some 

area scan be beneficial or wild herbivores. Regulated patch work burning can improve habitat for grazing species such as 

swamp deer and chital for small areas of moist grassland. However, the advantages of fire decrease as habitats get drier and 

fire frequency increases. Also, while fire may be helpful to some degree in promoting habitat or some wild herbivores, no tall 

https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/why-is-uttarakhand-up-in-flames-key-details-about-the-state-s-forest-fires-124050600254_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/why-is-uttarakhand-up-in-flames-key-details-about-the-state-s-forest-fires-124050600254_1.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/uttarakhand/why-uttarakhand-is-prone-to-forest-fire/article68113558.ece
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species benefit. Nests, dens, and eggs can be destroyed by even low-intensity surface fires, killing young animals that cannot 

escape fast enough (Rodgers, 1986). 

 

Impact on soil properties 

Forest fires have a significant impact on post-fire forest composition and structure of soil (Jainetal., 2008). It can affect many 

physical and chemicals oil properties including “loss of organics oil and structure, reduced porosity, and increased pH” 

(Certini, 2005; Debano, 1991). Indirect consequences include increased water repellence resulting in reduced penetration and 

increased runoff, which leads to increased erosion (DeBano, 2003). Fires of higher intensity can considerably deplete the soil 

and alienate it of nutrients and organic matter (Chandra & Kumar Bhardwaj, 2015). In South Kashmir of the North Himalayan 

cluster (Khaki, B.A., Singh. V.R.R., Wani A.A. & Thakur, 2015) discovered evidence that the overall soil carbon and nitrogen 

content in burnt areas were lower than unburnt areas, while “phosphorus and potassium” were higher in burnt areas. “The 

shortening of fire-associated jhum cycles in North-Eastern cluster has had a negative impact on soil fertility”. Shortened jhum 

cycles lower the amount of fallow biomass available for combustion, and offer less time to recuperate soil fertility resulting 

in lower economic yields and output (Ramakrishnan, 2007). 

 

Impact on climate change 

Climate change has been observed to be on the rise due to the dominant anthropogenic activities that have been exceeding the 

bounds of natural variability. One of the numerous consequences associated with climate change is forest fires (Stephens, 

2005). Forest fire and climate change possess a feedback effect. Human-instigated climate change has attempted to put more 

prominent pressure on numerous forest species and has weakened their ability to withstand fires. Within certain regions of the 

world, more extreme and recurrent wild fires are expected to occur in the future due to climate change (Hemp, 2009; McKenzie 

et al., 2004; Pitman et al., 2007; Wilson et al., 2010). The appropriate period to find out the fire sensitivity (frequency and 

intensity) is during the summer when the moisture content and wind speed in the atmosphere is low (Murthy et al., 2019; 

North et al., 2015; Piñol et al., 1998). This can be regarded as one of the major reasons for how the drought-prone areas are 

easily drawn to wild fires. The effect of fluctuating climatic patterns on the forest fires of India has also been pointed out by 

Joseph et al., 2009. They were able to show the shift in the extent of grasslands and forests in response to climate change 

through their study. (Joseph et al., 2009 and references cited therein). 

 

Economic impact of forest fires 

“Forestry is the second-largest land use after agriculture and accounts for about 1.5 % of the nation’s GDP” (World Bank, 

2005). With 65 million people identified as tribal groups, they rely on the collection of non-wood forest products from forest 

areas for their livelihoods and are directly affected by forest fire. (Ashutosh & Satendra, 2014). The economic losses associated 

with forest fires can be much greater for small holders than for large holders, because they rely on the forest for a wide range 

of services and uses (Daniel Nepstad Adriana Moreira & 1999a). The existing estimates of the potential cost of forest fires in 

India are likely under estimated at approximately INR 1,101 crore (US$164 million, 2016 prices) per year (Bahuguna, 1999; 

World Bank, 2018). The loss of biodiversity, timber, increased carbon sequestration, soil moisture, and nutrient loss, etc., are 

not taken into account in this estimate. Furthermore, there is a lack of comprehensive at a in India that can indicate forest losses 

in terms of are a burned, values, and volume and regeneration destroyed by fire. The available forest fire estimates are not 

correct because the measured fire numbers and the area burned are under estimated. The rationale behind this is due to the 

absence of accountability (Bahuguna, V.K. & Singh, 2001). Monetary damage from forest fires is usually only measured in 

terms of timber value for the loss of standing (natural or planted) trees, which is usually negligible in the case of low-intensity 

surface fires (World Bank, 2018). Estimates may be enhanced by considering the direct and indirect effects on other industries 

like, for example, transport, utilities, loss of environmental services, etc. Thus, the estimate of INR 1101 crore/year is under 

estimated and the actual economic impact of forest fires is likely to be much higher. 

 

Fire management practices in India 

Detection practices 

Globally, various wireless sensors, satellite systems, and neural network-based techniques are being employed in order to 

detect or manage forest fires. However, in India, currently, fires are detected using satellites and ground-based measurements. 

 

Using Satellites and Remote Sensing 

In India, active forest fire detection systems rely on the MODIS (Moderate Resolution Imaging Spectroradio meter) instrument 

and the Visible Infrared Imaging Radio meter Suite (VIIRS) for satellite-based hot spot observation (World Bank, 2018). 

Using satellite detection, the forest fire alert system was first introduced in India in 2007-2008. Madhya Pradesh (Central 

Cluster) pioneered its Fire Warning Messaging System to distribute warnings to field workers through SMS text alerts 

(FAMS). After undergoing a significant number of improvements since 2004, the Forest Fire Alert System has shown a 10-

fold upgrade of its version to Forest Fire Alert System Versions 3.0 (Fast 3.0) in the year 2019. This system is based on 

collaborative arrangements between NASA- ISRO (National Aeronautics and Space Administration- Indian Space Research 

Organization) and ISRO- FSI (Indian Space Research Organization-Forest Survey of India) (Forest Survey of India, 2011a). 

 

Ground-based detection of fires by field staff 

Even with advancements in remote sensing technology and warning systems, ground monitoring of forest fires will continue 

to be important. However, this mechanism is under-resourced in India. The forest service employs seasonal fire watchers from 

the local community to help with fire detection and response. These locally employed watchers are facing payment delays or 

shortages. No proper training instructions or equipment is provided to these fire watchers (World Bank, 2018). Thus, its 

important on the Indian government’s part to strengthen the ground-based fire detection system. 
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Some of the commonly used fire detection techniques employed in India have been compared in terms of their cost and 

practicality in Table 4. 

 

Table 4: Comparison Amongst Different Forest Fire Detection Techniques 

Name of the Fire 

Detection 

Technique 

Cost Practicality References 

Wireless 

Sensor Based 

Techniques 

 

Medium 

 

High 

(Aslanetal.,2012), (Díaz-Ramírezetal.,2012), (Bayoetal., 

2010), (Bouabdellahaetal.,2013) 

Satellite 

Based 

Systems 

Very High Very High (Oliva & Schroeder, 2015), (Filizzolaetal.,2016), (Coppo, 

2015), (Koltunov et al.,2016) 

Digital 

Camera 

Sensor 

 

High 

 

Medium 

(Narasimha Raoetal., 2018), (Wong & Fong, 2014), 

(Çetinetal., 2013), (Q.X.Zhang et al., 2018) 

 

Air Borne 

Techniques 

 

High 

 

High 

(Krülletal., 2012), (Cruzetal., 2016), (Allisonetal.,2016), 

(Dennison&Roberts,2009) 

Neural 

Network 

Based 

 

Low 

 

Low 

(Solimanetal.,2010),(Chauhanetal.,2013) (Girirajetal., 

2008), (Zhangetal., 2009) 

 

Prevention Strategies 

Formulation of National Forest Policy in 1988, The National Master Plan for Forest Fire Control, and Guidelines in 2018 are 

some of the key initiatives that the Government of India has taken to manage the fire. Common methods for prevention of fire 

used in India include-fire line clearance and controlled burning to limit fuel loads, silvi cultural practices such as selective 

thinning and fire- adapted tree species planting in fire-prone areas, early warning, and fire hazard rating systems. The 

implementation of Joint Forest Management (JFM) village level committees was another significant step in the micro-level 

management of forest fires in India. 

 

The knowledge in systematic forest fire control is limited to the short term. There are weaknesses in the evaluation, ranging 

from fire detection to the coordination of preventive steps. At this time, the need to establish an adaptive management plan is 

critical. Sector-wise, with short- and long-term visions, clear points are suggested for the implementation of a holistic fire 

prevention plan in the light of climate change. Some of them include mitigation measures to minimize the uncertainty in 

baseline data, strengthen present fire-fighting programs, developing precautionary measures, integrating institutional efforts, 

publicity, extension, and training, legal measures, and funding of more programs aimed to improve the current status. 

 

Conclusion 

India with 21.67% (7,12,249 km2,) area under forests is no exception to wildfires. 55% of forests in India are vulnerable to 

intermittent fires and wildfires affect around 3.73 million ha of forests per year in India. Wildfires in India impact the nation 

on different fronts, creating three major kinds of problems. 

 

Environmental: The four geographic clusters in North-east, North-West Himalayan Region, Central, and Southern India best 

describe the fire ecology variation within India. Northeast accounts for the greatest no. of fire detections (nearly 55%) while 

the Central region accounts for the largest area affected by forest fire (nearly 56%). In the Western Himalayas, the impact of 

forest fire causes the loss of flora and fauna during the summer and is greater in these forests than any other anthropogenic 

factor. In the case of the North East cluster, in addition to other stresses, such as intensive grazing and browsing, frequent fires 

in short succession reduces species diversity and damages natural regeneration. Lastly, shorter duration fires occurred in the 

Central and Southern regions of the country have a detrimental impact on the composition and structure of forest, and diversity 

of species. 

 

Social: In addition to reducing their ability to supply goods and services, forests face multiple aggravations that can cause 

adverse effects on their health and productivity. Being one of them, forest fires are ubiquitous and can take place in almost 

every eco-environment. Although fire has been used since ancient times in crop rotation, agricultural plowing, and pasture 

production for domesticated animals, socio-economic changes have caused traditional uses to be abandoned.  

 

Economic: For small holders, the economic losses associated with forest fires may be much greater than for large holders, 

since a wide variety of resources and uses depend on the forest. At an annual rate of approximately INR 1,101 crore, the 

current estimates of the economic costs of forest fires in India are almost certainly under estimated (US$164 million, 2016 

prices). However, not much data has been reviewed regarding the economic losses during the present forest fire phenomenon 

due to a lack of accountability. Many aims would be fulfilled by a more detailed accounting of the economic costs and benefits 

of forest fires in India. Finally, with varying strategies and techniques adopted for forest fire detection and prevention, the 

appreciable difference has been discerned in the forest fire trends of the country. 

mpact on soil properties  
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Forests provide innumerable ecosystem services, including provisioning, regulating, cultural and supporting services (Kala, 

2013). To fulfil the growing human demands, the forests are being exploited, which has resulted into forest fragmentation, 

forest degradation and shrinking of forests (Kala, 2015). The major causes of forest fires are also anthropogenic.  in 

Uttarakhand, the intricate interplay between ecological dynamics and fire regime shifts profoundly influences the state's forest 

ecosystems. Traditionally, these ecosystems have evolved under natural fire regimes, where periodic low-intensity fires played 

a crucial role in ecosystem renewal, nutrient cycling, and species diversity maintenance. However, contemporary changes in 

land use, forest management practices, and climatic conditions have disrupted these historical fire regimes, leading to 

significant ecological consequences. One critical aspect of ecological dynamics in Uttarakhand is the composition and 

structure of its forest vegetation. The state's forests encompass a diverse range of habitats, including montane, sub-alpine, and 

alpine ecosystems, each characterised by distinct vegetation types. Coniferous forests dominated by species like Chir Pine 

(Pinus roxburghii) and Deodar (Cedrus deodara) are prevalent in lower elevations, while mixed broadleaf-coniferous forests 

and alpine meadows are found at higher altitudes. These diverse ecosystems support a rich array of flora and fauna, contributing 

to the region's ecological richness and biodiversity. However, the introduction of non-native plant species, such as lantana 

camara and eucalyptus species, as well as changes in land-use patterns, including deforestation, encroachment, and 

monoculture plantations, have altered the composition and structure of Uttarakhand forests. The proliferation of highly 

flammable species like Chir Pine, which are prone to crown fires and create dense, uniform stands, increases the risk of 

catastrophic wildfires. Moreover, the suppression of natural disturbances, such as fire and grazing, disrupts ecosystem 

processes, leading to the accumulation of fuel loads and changes in vegetation dynamics. 

 

These ecological changes have profound implications for fire regimes in Uttarakhand. Fire regimes, characterised by the 

frequency, intensity, and spatial distribution of fires, are dynamic processes shaped by ecological, climatic, and anthropogenic 

factors. Historically, natural fires played a crucial role in shaping forest structure and composition, maintaining ecosystem 

resilience, and promoting biodiversity. However, the suppression of natural fires, coupled with human-induced ignitions and 

landscape alterations, has led to significant shifts in fire regimes. 

 

Contemporary fire regimes in Uttarakhand are characterised by an increase in the frequency and severity of wildfires, driven 

by a combination of ecological and anthropogenic factors. Climate change exacerbates fire risks by altering precipitation 

patterns, increasing temperatures, and prolonging fire seasons, creating conditions conducive to fire ignition and spread. 

Moreover, land-use practices such as slash-and-burn agriculture, forest clearance, and the expansion of human settlements 

contribute to the ignition and spread of wildfires, particularly in interface areas where human activities intersect with forested 

landscapes. 

 

Anthropogenic drivers and land-use practices 

Anthropogenic drivers and land-use practices significantly contribute to the incidence and severity of forest fires in 

Uttarakhand. Historically, traditional land-use practices such as slash-and-burn agriculture, locally known as "jhoom" 

cultivation, have been prevalent in Uttarakhand and other parts of the Himalayan region. While these practices are often 

sustainable when practiced judiciously, they can escalate into uncontrolled wildfires under unfavourable conditions. A 

significant proportion of forest fires in Uttarakhand are ignited intentionally for agricultural purposes, particularly in hill areas 

where communities depend on subsistence farming. 

 

The expansion of agricultural land, driven by population growth, economic pressures, and changing land-use patterns, 

encroaches upon forested areas and increases the risk of accidental fire ignitions. Satellite imagery and land-cover change 

analyses reveal a gradual conversion of forested landscapes into agricultural fields, particularly in the foothills and valleys of 

Uttarakhand. The proximity of agricultural activities to forested areas heightens the likelihood of fire spread, especially during 

the dry season when vegetation is susceptible to ignition. 

 

Illegal forest clearance and encroachment for timber extraction, infrastructure development, and human settlements further 

exacerbate the vulnerability of Uttarakhand's forests to wildfires. Unauthorised land clearing and encroachment within 

protected areas and reserve forests not only degrade forest ecosystems but also create conditions conducive to fire propagation 

by altering vegetation structure, increasing fuel loads, and disrupting ecological processes. 

 

The booming tourism industry in Uttarakhand, particularly in popular destinations such as Nainital, Mussoorie, and Jim Corbett 

National Park, attracts millions of visitors annually. While tourism contributes to the state's economy, unregulated recreational 

activities such as campfires, barbecues, and littering pose significant fire risks, especially during the dry season. 

Rapid urbanisation, infrastructure development, and expansion of road networks increase human presence in forested 

landscapes and escalate fire risks. There has been a steady influx of people into urban centres and peri-urban areas, leading to 

the proliferation of human settlements in fire-prone zones. The proximity of residential areas, commercial establishments, and 

critical infrastructure to forested landscapes heightens the vulnerability of communities to wildfires and complicates fire 

fighting and evacuation efforts. Out migration is rampart in Uttarakhand and because of out migration home, homestead, 

nearby land resources became barrens and gradually forest with different grass land increases cause forest fire in nearby human 

settlement.  These are some of the losses due to forest fire:  

• Loss of Biodiversity: Forest fires can lead to the destruction of natural habitats, resulting in the loss of precious 

plant and animal species. Some species may struggle to recover or may face local extinction following a severe fire. 

• Degradation of Ecosystems: Fires can disrupt the natural balance of ecosystems by altering soil composition, 

nutrient levels, and water cycles. This can lead to long-term changes in vegetation patterns and ecological processes. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S266659212300032X#bib56
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S266659212300032X#bib56
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S266659212300032X#bib55
https://fsi.nic.in/isfr19/vol2/isfr-2019-vol-ii-uttarakhand.pdf
https://fsi.nic.in/isfr19/vol2/isfr-2019-vol-ii-uttarakhand.pdf
https://www.indiawaterportal.org/articles/forest-fire-incidences-have-increased-ten-times-over-past-two-decades
https://www.indiawaterportal.org/articles/forest-fire-incidences-have-increased-ten-times-over-past-two-decades
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• Air Pollution: The smoke and ash generated by forest fires contribute to air pollution, releasing harmful pollutants 

such as particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and volatile organic compounds. Prolonged exposure to these pollutants 

can have adverse effects on human health, particularly for those with respiratory conditions. 

• Water Contamination: Runoff from burnt areas can contaminate water sources with sediment, ash, and 

chemicals, affecting aquatic ecosystems and water quality. This can have implications for both wildlife and human 

communities that rely on these water sources for drinking, irrigation, and other purposes. 

• Economic Losses: Forest fires can cause significant economic damage by destroying timber resources, 

agricultural land, and infrastructure. In addition to direct losses, there may be indirect impacts on industries such as 

tourism, forestry, and agriculture. 

• Increased Risk of Natural Hazards: Following a fire, the loss of vegetation can increase the risk of soil erosion, 

landslides, and flooding, especially in steep terrain or areas with heavy rainfall. This can pose hazards to 

communities downstream and exacerbate the impacts of extreme weather events. 

 

Addressing forest fire: 

To address the challenges posed by changing ecological dynamics and fire regime shifts in Uttarakhand, integrated approaches 

that combine ecological restoration, sustainable land management, community engagement, and climate adaptation are 

essential. Restoring ecological resilience, promoting biodiversity conservation, and enhancing community resilience to 

wildfires require holistic strategies that address underlying drivers while fostering adaptive governance and participatory 

decision-making processes. Addressing the anthropogenic drivers and land-use practices contributing to Uttarakhand's forest 

fires requires a multi-faceted approach that integrates sustainable land management, community-based fire prevention 

strategies, enforcement of forest laws, and public awareness campaigns. By understanding the socio-economic dynamics and 

environmental pressures driving wildfires, policymakers, stakeholders, and local communities can collaborate to mitigate fire 

risks, protect forest ecosystems, and promote resilient landscapes in Uttarakhand. 

 

Fire management practices in India  

Detection practice 

Policy, governance, and institutional challenges 

Effective wildfire management requires robust governance frameworks, institutional capacities, and policy interventions. In 

Uttarakhand, challenges such as fragmented jurisdictional responsibilities, inadequate fire fighting infrastructure, limited 

resources for prevention and suppression, and governance gaps hinder wildfire mitigation efforts. Weak enforcement of forest 

laws, regulatory loopholes, corruption, and bureaucratic inefficiencies undermine conservation efforts and community-based 

initiatives. Moreover, the lack of participatory decision-making processes, insufficient stakeholder engagement, and 

marginalised community voices perpetuate vulnerabilities and hinder adaptive responses to changing fire regimes. 
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